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s . W. Black 
~ ptem r 20th , 1953 

Since I h v • boen asked t writ _ d n so of the more or 1 os ortant 

h pp ings during my nearly four scor a.rs, I will t rt t. narrati by 

st tin 1 th t my fath ,r 'told me m ny tlm.. th t I a born on bright 

moonli~l t nieht January 10th, 1876 . Th t the country roads er dusty, 

, o thine un 11 l or thnt t1r.le or the ar in a idw stern tat • he 

pl. ce of my o 1 ·' n r t.her l t o nd h lf il~s outhw st 

of Bridgeport, Illinois . The town, then a small villap, , .ca e n inportant 

oil center around 1910 ih ,n oil in lar ,o qu 1titi 

oil d po. it, di: not ext.end to '!"~/ . ath r's f rr1 so I would not hav cor-ie 

an oil gnate e n if l had r_m ined A midw st f in 

tho~e .. rly d y waR inter .. stinr. place for 

c ttle, eh ep .-~nd hci~s , .o well don~ tic fo -Tl . -.odern far.r.1 iriple .nts 

had not lxmn in-rr nted t.n any (1'.Ten.t e:rl; nt by th , 70' s hut bindr.rn for 

cuttinr, thf1 · .at and mowern .for th.n ,- ;a ·lt-.:..r, comln~ i..1to g£mer l u e . 

I can still re'!'lemller f ather cradlinP" m, t with a h nd cradlo. He w 

n -vi~ry ~ood hand ith this irlpleY rit and could cut ns .. ch as thr .e er s 

of heat n d y. In those. d ys ' ork day xt,and d f.ror sunris . to ... unset . 

had not .. th.en h .ar" of. the forty hot r 9Qk . • efor th~ ~.y of thP. self 

bind rs, tho wheat was und into bundl o by hru d . "'his · u J quite an rt 

and n good binder w· s paid a. h igh as two dollars per d for t v- .lve or 

fourt~en ho:r . «irk. I ar.i p rhaps andering too far fiald so I will get 

cl· to so.· of ey ea.rli r recollections . 

At the <late of my birth our f mily con ist.d of M f th r nd moth~r 

and who fl jl .t n t thr Y- rs of , . • ty grandfather 

nd !7.J"andmother 1 ck lived by tho .sel s in a small addition to th 
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